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February 2026 

Welcome to the February issue of Streamlines. This is my first issue as editor and we will be reporting on 
the PPCG AGM held last December, wildlife spotted in Woodward Place Park and upcoming community 
events.  

Our Woodward Place Park Bushcare Coordinator, Ester O’Brien, describes the Blue banded bees 
(Amegilla andrewsii) that roost by the creek each night in Woodward Place Park. As it turns out, even 
solitary bees have slumber parties! 
I then provide a brief overview of our PPCG AGM held last December and would like to thank all our 
members who attended. It was a great event to reconnect and reflect on the productive year that has been. 

Jutta Goodwin, from Brisbane’s Big Butterfly Count, then shares information on February’s butterfly of the 
month, the Tawny Coster (Acraea terpsicore). We conclude with an exciting conservation update on the 
Wollemi Pine which has naturally reproduced in an English backyard for the first time since its discovery in 
1994! 

Finally, we invite you to PPCGs upcoming community tree planting day at Woodward Place Park on 
Saturday 21 March 2026.   

I would like to thank our previous editor Helen Ogle for the opportunity to contribute to the Streamlines 
Newsletter. I have lived my whole life in the Pullen Pullen catchment area and am grateful for this 
opportunity to give back to a project that has brought me so much joy. Look out for lots of fun editions to 
come! 

Do you have a backyard story to share? All members are invited to submit articles to Streamlines via 
ppcgstreamlines@gmail.com. The deadline for the next issue is Sunday 17 May 2026.   

Heather Mackie 
Media, Communications & Streamlines Editor 
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Website  www.pullenpullencatchments.org.au 

Meetings are held at 6 pm on the first Tuesday of each month at Pullenvale Environmental Education Centre, 250 Grandview 
Road, Pullenvale unless advised otherwise.  

Committee Members 2025  
President: John Ness 3202 7556 john.ness@emsolutions.com.au 
Treasurer Kaaren Ness 3202 7556 john.ness@emsolutions.com.au 
Secretary Georgina Robinson  contactus@pullenpullencatchments.org.au 
Committee Members Margaret O’Grady 3202 5115 m.ogrady@live.com.au 
 
 
 
Bushcare Coordinator, 
   Pullenvale Forest Park 
Bushcare Coordinator, 
   Anstead Bushland Reserve 
Bushcare Coordinator, 
   Woodward Place Park 
Bushcare Coordinator 
   Airlie Road Park 

Ron Tooth 
Jim Williams 
Corinne Foster 
Lynn Brown 
 
Gillian Whitehouse 
 
Esther O’Brien 
 
John Ness 

0407129 734 
 
 
0417 648 050 
 
 
 
 
 
3202 7556 

r.tooth@uq.edu.au 
jimawilliams@hotmail.com 
 
emmacaja@bigpond.net.au 
 
gillianmw1949@icloud.com 
 
esther.obrien@outlook.com 
 
john.ness@emsolutions.com.au 

 

Media, Communications 
& Streamlines Editor 

Heather Mackie  ppcgstreamlines@gmail.com 

Creek Catchment Officer 
   

Brendan McIntyre 3178 2484 brendan.mcintyre@brisbane.qld.gov.au 
 

Membership Options 
Annual Membership – $20 per person payable on February 1 each year; Life Membership – $100 per person 
payable any time. 

     New members: 
1. Visit PPCG website - www.pullenpullencatchments.org.au 
2. Click on Membership 
3. Follow the prompts to complete the registration form which will automatically add you to our database. 

    New and Renewing members: 
Pay your membership and donate electronically to PPCG at BSB 064-152, Acc: 10107038. PLEASE ensure 
you include your surname and initial as a reference so we can reconcile your payment with your registration. 

 
Working Bees Tools, gloves, etc are provided at Working Bees. Just wear sturdy boots, sun-safe clothing, 
bring water and a hat! Morning tea is provided. 

Anstead Bushland Reserve – 1st Sunday of the month, 8:30 – 10 am (April-September), 7 – 9:30 am (October-March); 
                                     Additional sessions on Saturday afternoons and Friday mornings are also held during the year. 
Pullenvale Forest Park – 2nd Sunday of the month, 8:30 – 10 am  
Woodward Place Park – 3rd Sunday of the month, 8:30 – 11 am (April-September), 8:30 – 9:30 am (October-March) 
 

 
See also the Events Calendar on the website https://www.pullenpullencatchments.org.au/events-calendar/ 

 
 

 
 

 
 
“The PPCG acknowledges the support of the Lord Mayor’s Community 
Sustainability and Environmental Grants Programs for a grant to help with 
administrative, bushcare and educational costs” 
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Blue Banded Bees in Woodward Place Park  
 

Ester O’Brien  

The buzz of a Blue banded bee (Amegilla andrewsii) is quite noticeable in the garden during the 
summertime. They tend to come visit my native Goodinia (Goodinia ovata), Cats whiskers (Orthosiphon 
aristarus) and Little sour flower (Coleus australis) during the day. However, at twilight I was lucky to 
discover that the riparian vine forest, RE 12.3.16 of Woodward Place Park, was the place where the many 
local Blue banded bees would go to roost for the night.  

Known as solitary bees, the Blue banded bee gathering in a swarm was quite a surprise to discover. On 
further research, it is known that male Blue banded bees will gather for warmth and protection at night 
whilst females seek refuge in tunnels built in fine sediment soils or gravel.  

The loud hum of bees caught my attention as I went for an evening stroll into the forest. I watched as they 
would do a little wiggle dance onto the foliage and then another would come and land until several had 
aligned on a vine and snuggled in for the night.  

Later in the evening I crept out to see how many had arrived and was amazed that almost 30-40 bees had 
travelled into the forest and gathered on various twigs, vines and grasses. The secret lives of these solitary 
bee revealing that even bees have slumber parties! 

  
Images via Ester O’Brien, depicting Blue banded bees (Amegilla andrewsii) resting in Woodward Place Park.  

__________________________________________________________ 

Review of the PPCG AGM December 2025 
 

Heather Mackie 

On Sunday the 7th of December 2025, PPCG held our AGM at the Pullenvale Environmental Education 
Centre. We would like to thank all our members who attended. It was a wonderful turnout and ended up 
being a great event to reconnect and reflect on the productive year that has been.  

We would also like to extend a big thank you to Miranda Rew-Duffy and Diana Virkki for their wonderful 
presentation ‘Burning Questions: Fauna, Fire and Survival in Australia’.  
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Images via Heather Mackie, depicting PPCG members, committiee members and guests attending the PPCG AGM 

held on Sunday the 7th of December. 

__________________________________________________________ 

 
Butterfly of the Month - Acraea terpsicore 

Jutta Goodwin – Brisbane’s Big Butterfly Count  

The Tawny Coster (Acraea terpsicore) is a relative newcomer to Australia, originally from India and Sri 
Lanka, and was first recorded in Brisbane (Boondall Wetlands) in February 2021 by Brisbane’s Big Butterfly 
Count. It has been seen regularly since.  

The butterfly belongs to the Nymphalidae family and is closely related to the Glasswing (Acraea 
andromacha). Sighting and identification is made easy by the butterfly’s bright orange colour on the upper 
wing side in the male which has a lightly brown-orange tinge in the female. The wings of both genders are 
adorned with black spots.  The hindwings’ outer margin shows a black band with small white spots. These 
white spots are substantially larger on the underside which is otherwise very similar in pattern, shows, 
however, a much lighter base colour.  The Tawny Coster’s wingspan ranges from 48mm for the male to 
54mm for the female.  

Tiny eggs are ribbed and laid in clusters on the underside of host plant leaves. The emerging larvae are 
equipped with black spines. Apart from a lighter shade during the early instar stages, the larval colour is 
brown. The subsequent pupa resembles that of the Glasswing with its base cream colour and striking black 
markings. 

The Tawny Coster shares the same habitat with the Glasswing. It’s preferred host plant in Brisbane 
appears to be the Spade Flower (Pigea stellarioides).  Whether it also feeds on Passiflora foetida (like it 
does in parts of northern Australia) may need to be established. Brisbane Big Butterfly Count sightings 
have almost always been in hill topping locations.  

The butterfly has first been recorded in 2012 in the Northern Territory and northern Western Australia. It 
has gradually made its way further south. While it’s not a daily occurrence, Acraea terpsicore is here to 
stay. After the Monarch (Danaus plexippus) and the Cabbage White (Pieris rapae), the Tawny Coster is the 
third butterfly having established itself in Australia. 

Have you seen this butterfly in your backyard?  
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Photo credits: AR - Anitava Roy CC BY-SA 4.0; CM – Cliff Meyer; DP – Dharmendra PadhIyar CC BY-NC 4.0; RB – 
Renju Box CC BY-NC 4.0;  SG – Soham Gajre CC BY-NC 4.0; VI – Vinayaraj CC BY-SA 4.0; YG – Yuwaraj Gurja CC 
BY-NC 4.0 

__________________________________________________________ 

Wollemi Pine Conservation Update  
 

Weird Wonders and Facts  

A tree that outlived the dinosaurs just did something in an English backyard that no one thought was 
possible. Ninety million years ago, while T. rex shook the earth, a quiet species of tree was already ancient. 
The Wollemi pine had been growing on this planet long before any creature we'd recognize walked it. Then, 
somewhere along the way, it vanished from the fossil record. Scientists assumed it had gone extinct 
alongside the dinosaurs. For hundreds of years, no one questioned that assumption. 

Then in 1994, deep inside a hidden gorge in Australia's Blue Mountains, a park ranger named David Noble 
rappelled into a canyon and spotted something he couldn't identify. The trees growing in that isolated ravine 
turned out to be Wollemi pines — alive, growing, and utterly impossible. It was like finding a living dinosaur 
hiding in plain sight. Fewer than 100 mature trees existed, tucked away in a secret location the Australian 
government still refuses to publicly disclose. 

The discovery shook the botanical world. But the Wollemi pine had a problem: reproducing. The species 
struggled to produce both male and female cones simultaneously, making natural seed production 
extraordinarily rare. Most new trees were cloned from cuttings. The species was alive, but barely holding 
on. Then came Pamela and Alistair Thompson. 

In 2010, this retired couple from Worcestershire, England, paid £70 for an 18-inch Wollemi pine sapling. 
They planted it in their garden and began what would become a 15-year labour of love. Year after year, 
they tended to a tree from another era, nurturing it through English winters that were nothing like the 
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Australian gorge where its ancestors had survived in secret. Most people would have given up. The 
Thompsons didn't. 

In August 2025, Pamela walked into the garden and noticed something extraordinary. Five large cones had 
formed. Both male and female cones had appeared at the same time, something exceptionally rare for this 
species. When she gently touched a cone, hundreds of seeds cascaded into her cupped hands. 

She stood there holding the future of a 90-million-year-old species in her palms. 

The tree had done what many scientists doubted was possible in a private garden outside Australia. It had 
naturally reproduced. Each seed, worth up to £10, represented not just monetary value but a lifeline for one 
of the most endangered trees on Earth. The couple plans to distribute the seeds to botanical gardens and 
conservation programs, giving this prehistoric survivor new footholds around the world. 

Alistair joked that it proves money really can grow on trees. But what it truly proves is something far more 
powerful: that patience, dedication, and a little bit of love can help bring even the most ancient life back 
from the brink. 

Sometimes the greatest acts of conservation don't happen in laboratories or national parks. Sometimes 
they happen in an ordinary backyard, with two extraordinary people who refused to give up on a tree the 
rest of the world had already written off. 

 
Pamela and Alistair Thompson with their Wollemi Pine. Worcestershire, England 2025.  
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Upcoming PPCG Event 
 

 
 


