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Year Four Goals and Achievements 

Friends of Anstead Bushland (FOAB) have continued to make significant progress with the projects set out in the Anstead Bushland Reserve Five Year Site Plan1 in 

Year Four. FOAB volunteers have grown in number and have contributed around 1200 hours of bushcare work over the year (excluding time spent on 

organisation). Our work has been augmented through funding from federal, state and local government grant schemes, discretionary funds from Brisbane City 

Council (BCC) and the contribution of corporate volunteers organised through Volunteering Queensland: all of these enabled beneficial expansion of our impact 

within Anstead Bushland Reserve (ABR). Achievements with each project are summarised below, noting where grant funding has contributed to outcomes. 

Project 1: Enhancing Anstead Bushland Reserve ecosystems through assisted natural bush regeneration 

In Year Four, our natural bush regeneration efforts initially focused primarily on Pegs A-C in Zone 1 (see Site Map p.12 for location). Figure 1 shows the impact of 

FOAB volunteers’ dedicated weed removal efforts over the past four years – work that continues to enhance the capacity of native species to thrive in these areas. 

Figure 1: Impact of assisted natural bush regeneration, Project 1 

 
Panoramic view of assisted natural bush regeneration areas (21/11/25) 

 
1 This report should be read in conjunction with the Anstead Bushland Reserve, Creek Catchments Program – Five Year Site Plan, which provides a detailed explanation of the three 
projects that comprise the plan as well as maps that show our BCC-approved bushcare zones. Links to the Site Plan and Yearly Reports to date can be found on the Pullen Pullen 
Catchments Group website Bushcare Groups page: https://www.pullenpullencatchments.org.au/bushcare-groups/ 

https://www.pullenpullencatchments.org.au/bushcare-groups/
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New pegged sites, Pegs D and E, were created in the second half of 2025 (see Site Map, p.12). Peg D was added following a highly successful Natural Bush 

Regeneration series of workshops run by FOAB team leader, Jim Williams (Figure 2). It provides new recruits with responsibility for an area with high potential for 

natural regeneration. Peg E was added in recognition of flora diversity and wildlife camera evidence of the value of an area adjoining Peg A and the newly 

established Peg D (some of which is represented in the collection of images in Figure 9 at the end of this report). These new sites replace the areas originally 

designated D and E at the beginning of the Site Plan in 2021 (see Site Map 1, p.11 of the Five Year Site Plan, accessible via the link in Footnote 1). 

Figure 2: Natural Bush Regeneration workshops – extending community engagement and education 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Natural Bush Regeneration workshops flyer 
 (August 2025) 

Participants at Natural Bush Regeneration series, Session 3 (7/9/25) 
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The Natural Bush Regeneration workshops contributed significantly to our Site Plan goals of raising community awareness and educating the public on approaches 

to regenerating bushland. Another important outcome was augmentation of our team of volunteers working on Project 1.  

The potential for future expansion of Project 1 was also advanced during 2025 with support from BCC and Queensland Government grants that allowed clearing of 

major threatening woody and vine weeds from high-visibility areas as a first step towards natural bush regeneration. A Lord Mayor’s Environment Fund grant that 

continued until 31 May 2025 saw the successful clearance of lantana, asparagus vine and other weeds from a high-visibility area, with a post-project flush of blue 

billygoat weed subsequently removed by PPCG volunteers. Figure 3 shows the maintained project site in November 2025 as well as the flyer for, and an image of 

participants at, the War on Weeds workshop held in ABR as part of this project to extend community knowledge on local weeds.  

Figure 3: Lord Mayor’s Environment Fund (LMEF) project area and War on Weeds workshop 

 
 

 
Lord Mayor’s Environment grant site after follow 
up maintenance by PPCG (27/11/25); the onsite 
sign acknowledges BCC support for the project 

Flyer advertising the War on Weeds 
workshop, held as part of the Lord 
Mayor’s Environment grant project 

Participants at the War on Weeds workshop led 
by Jim Williams (10/5/25) 
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Queensland Government funding added further to our capacity to extend the basis for Project 1 activities, particularly as they overlap with Project 3 (which, as 

outlined below, is focused on enhancing habitat for the vulnerable Collared Delma). A two-year project entitled Habitat Restoration for Threatened Species and 

funded by the Department of Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation (DETSI) commenced in 2025 and has supported work to reduce invasive weeds and 

enhance habitat for Collared Delma in ABR.2 The impact of work conducted in ABR under this project is illustrated in Figure 4, which shows the reduction in lantana 

coverage achieved after a weeding session in November conducted by operatives from Environmental Management Unit (EMU). 

Figure 4: Queensland Department of Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation (DETSI) grant, before and after lantana removal to facilitate natural bush 

regeneration and enhance threatened species habitat, Anstead Bushland Reserve 19/11/25 

  
Before After 

 

Corporate volunteers also extended FOAB’s capacity to simultaneously advance Projects 1 and 3 during Year Four. Figure 5 shows a team of volunteers from BHP, 

organised through Volunteering Queensland, learning the art of natural bush regeneration in Project 1 site Peg A (see Site Map, p.12) and demonstrating their 

understanding of the benefits of their work for enhancing Collared Delma (Delma torquata) habitat. The following week a Collared Delma was sighted very close to 

the where the team members on the right hand side of the photograph (holding the ‘ATA’ at the end of ‘TORQUATA’) were standing. 

 

 
2 This project also supports enhancement of habitat for platypus in other PPCG worksites. 
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Figure 5: Corporate volunteers assist with natural bush regeneration and the enhancement of habitat for the Collared Delma (Delma torquata), June 2025 

 
 

 
 
Corporate volunteers engaging in natural bush regeneration and learning about the importance of the area for 

the Collared Delma (17/6/25) 
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Project 2: Maintaining and enhancing the condition of previously replanted high-visibility areas 

During Year Four BCC discretionary funds were important in assisting FOAB with the maintenance and enhancement of previously planted high-visibility areas 

within the Reserve. One of PPCG’s earliest contributions to ABR, establishment of the Fig Tree Garden near the Lookout (see Site Map, p.12), was enhanced 

through BCC’s support for a contractor to undertake weeding and mulching of this central garden and surrounding planted areas in February 2025. Corporate 

volunteers from BHP added to the site with enthusiastic weeding and planting of native grasses in August 2025. Figure 6 presents images of these contributions. 

Figure 6: Maintenance and enhancement of Lookout areas, February and June 2025 

  
Fig Tree Garden after weeding and mulching (4/2/25) BHP volunteers with weeds removed from Lookout area prior to 

planting grasses (6/8/25) 

 

Another previously planted area that received attention in Year Four was in Zone 2b (see Site Map, p.12), where follow up weeding sessions under a BCC 

Community Conservation Assistance (CCA) grant that commenced in 2024 and continued into 2025. Repeat steam weeding of a Singapore Daisy infestation 

adjacent to the CCA site was also supported by BCC, in this case through the use of discretionary funds. Persistence of this weed and proximity of the area to sites 

where Collared Delma has been sighted led to the inclusion of the area as a preliminary stage of the DETSI project outlined under Project 1. Two rounds of weed 

management were thus contracted to arrest the spread of this highly invasive weed and provide space for the native grasses planted by Rio Tinto volunteers in 

August 2024 to flourish. 
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Project 3: Improving habitat for the vulnerable Collared Delma (Delma torquata) 

Project 3, which aims to improve habitat for the vulnerable Collared Delma (Delma torquata) in ABR, overlaps considerably with Project 1; hence a significant 

amount of the work reported above (including volunteer work and the DETSI grant) has contributed to Project 3. Another major contribution during Year Four has 

been our second consecutive federally-funded collaborative project, Improving the Trajectory of Collared Delma in South-East Queensland3. Funds from this large 

collaborative grant enabled follow-up weeding on private properties in the catchment area and in the ABR area treated under the previous 2022-23 Collared 

Delma grant (see Site Map p.12). Figure 7 illustrates the achievements of project contractor Bushtekniq’s team in significantly reducing weed coverage in this area 

of the Reserve during 2025, while Figure 8 presents images of Collared Delma observed by Bushtekniq operatives during weeding sessions in this location, 

confirming ABR’s importance as habitat for this vulnerable species. 

Figure 7: Collared Delma habitat enhancement, ABR November 2025 

 

 

 

 
Collared Delma project site after weed reduction work (28/11/25) Bushtekniq team on completion of project work (28/11/25) 

 
3 This project, which received support from the Australian Government’s Saving Native Species Program, commenced in April 2024 and finished on 30 November 2025. It was a 
partnership between Lockyer Uplands Catchments Inc. (LUCI), Pullen Pullen Catchments Group (PPCG) and Kholo Creek Catchment Group (KCCG). 
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Figure 8: Collared Delma sightings during project weeding sessions, 2025 (images captured by Bushtekniq) 

 

 

 

 
Collared Delma found under a rock, ABR project site 

during weed reduction work (24/5/25) 
Collared Delma found in leaft litter, ABR project 

site during weed reduction work (16/5/25) 

  

This federally-funded project also supported the development of an Easement Management plan to provide a blueprint for future restoration of habitat for the 

Collared Delma within the ABR Powerline Easement (see Site Map, p.12). The plan involved collaboration with Powerlink (managers of the Powerline Easement) 

and BCC (the land owners) to establish goals for the area. It was informed by fauna surveys conducted across the site by Dogwood Ecology, which formed the basis 

for a comprehensive plan of action that prioritises areas for remediation depending on the varied vegetative communities across the easement. Guided by this 

plan, the project also funded weeding work in an area of the easement designated a priority site due to the prevalence of native grasses and potential for habitat 

improvement (see Site Map, p.12). Following completion of the project a copy of the Easement Management plan will be made available on PPCG’s website and 

used as a guide for the planning of future funding applications, subject to the approval of Powerlink and BCC.  
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Preliminary plans for Year Five  

Given the increasing overlaps between the three projects listed in the Site Plan, especially the importance of Collared Delma habitat protection for Projects 1 and 

2, Year Five will hopefully see combined efforts for bush regeneration and habitat enhancement across the whole of PPCG’s footprint in ABR (see Site Map, p.12). 

An additional activity noted in the plan that has not yet been enacted (the monitoring of historically installed nest boxes and installation and monitoring of 

additional nest boxes) will be a priority, as will enhancement of signage in the Reserve to inform the community more clearly about the habitat restoration work 

being done and the importance of the Reserve as a refuge for several threatened species.  

A celebration of Anstead Bushland Reserve day will also be held in Year Five to promote the many values of the Reserve and disseminate information on FOAB’s 

achievements under the Five Year Plan. Planning for this event and its promotion to maximise community engagement will commence in early 2026. 

As a conclusion to this Year four report, Figure 9 presents a selection of images collected throughout the year. 

Figure 9: Wildlife and native flora images captured during Year Four  

   

Squirrel gliders in nest box, Peg A 
(21/11/25) 

Craypot stinkhorn fungus (Colus pusillus), Peg 
B (30/11/25) 

Pink Tongued Skink, opposite 
Bradley entry (30/11/25) 
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Giant land snail, Peg D (Nov 2025) Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus), 

Peg C, E, B (regularly throughout the year) 
Blue trumpet flower (Brunoniella 

australis) Peg A (Nov 2025) 

   
Redneck wallaby &  joey (Notamacropus 

rufogriseus ) Peg E  (29/04/2025) 
Regenerating Basket fern (Drynarius rigidula)  

Peg D (27/11/25) 
Echidna (Tachyglossus aculeatus 
ssp aculeatus) Peg E (23/07/25) 

   
Oliver backed Oriole, Peg E (30/03/25) Jim demonstrating ‘a tool’ Antechinus (species tbc), Peg A 

(20/7/25) 
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Territorial bush turkey Brush tailed phascogale, Peg E (17/8/25) Australian buttercup 

(Ranunculus lappaceus) Pegs A, E, 
D and C (Nov 2025) 

   

Antechinus (species tbc), Peg A (20/7/25) Bradley area butcher bird eating a katydid 
(24/1/25) 

Wildlife trying to hide their Xmas 
cheer 
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Site Map: FOAB’s BCC-approved work zones in Anstead Bushland Reserve, showing location of project sites referred to in this report  

 


