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August 2025 

Welcome to the August issue of Streamlines. This issue reports on a number of weed species that occur in 

our Catchment and concludes with an announcement about the Great Southern BioBlitz in October. 

The first issue of streamlines that I edited in May 2014 contained an article by Louise Orr who was then 

Community Partnerships Manager with SEQ Catchments.  The article, ‘The dreaded Cat’s Claw Vine – help 

is on its way’, mentioned the release of Leaf Mining Jewel Beetles in the upper catchment of Pullen Pullen 

Creek as one prong in the attack on Cat’s Claw Creeper. This issue of Streamlines reports on the progress 

of this program with information and photographs extracted from the June 2025 issue of Healthy Land and 

Water. 

The weed tree Leucaena is well-known to all residents who drive along our local roads. In its native habitat, 

it is a useful and productive small tree with many uses. Leucaena was introduced into Australia over 100 

years ago as a fodder plant primarily for cattle. It offers high nutritional value and drought tolerance. However, 

it has a darker side! 

Heather Mackie has provided information about a weed that goes by the beautiful name of ‘Butterfly Heaven’ 

but has seriously sinister effects! I would like to acknowledge Heather’s assistance, not just with providing 

this article, but, very importantly, with proof reading this issue. 

The Crosby Road Bushcare group in Ascot has produced a series of ‘Look-alikes’, publications which help 

residents distinguish between plants that look similar. This issue of Streamlines includes a Look-alike 

comparing Blue Billy Goat Weed which is well-known to all of us, with Praxelis, a rapidly emerging weed in 

Brisbane. 

All members are invited to submit articles to Streamlines via helian1946@gmail.com. The deadline for the 

next issue is 15th November 2025. Please note the new email address. 

 

Helen Ogle,  

Editor 
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Website  www.pullenpullencatchments.org.au 

Meetings are held at 6 pm on the first Tuesday of each month at Pullenvale Environmental Education Centre, 250 Grandview 

Road, Pullenvale unless advised otherwise.  

Committee Members 2025  

President: John Ness 3202 7556 john.ness@emsolutions.com.au 

Treasurer Kaaren Ness 3202 7556 john.ness@emsolutions.com.au 

Secretary Georgina Robinson  contactus@pullenpullencatchments.org.au 
Committee Members Margaret O’Grady 3202 5115 m.ogrady@live.com.au 
 
 
 
Bushcare Coordinator, 
   Pullenvale Forest Park 
Bushcare Coordinator, 
   Anstead Bushland Reserve 
Bushcare Coordinator, 
   Woodward Place Park 
Bushcare Coordinator 
   Airlie Road Park 

Ron Tooth 
Jim Williams 
Corinne Foster 
Lynn Brown 
 
Gillian Whitehouse 
 
Esther O’Brien 
 
John Ness 

0407129 734 
 
 
0417 648 050 
 
 
 
 
 
3202 7556 

r.tooth@uq.edu.au 
jimawilliams@hotmail.com 

 
emmacaja@bigpond.net.au 
 
gillianmw1949@icloud.com 
 
esther.obrien@outlook.com 
 
john.ness@emsolutions.com.au 

 

Streamlines Editor 
Media & Communications 

Helen Ogle 
Heather Mackie 

3323 7407 helian1946@gmail.com 
mheather979@gmail.com 

Creek Catchment Officer 
   

Brendan McIntyre 3178 2484 brendan.mcintyre@brisbane.qld.gov.au 
 

Membership Options 

Annual Membership – $20 per person payable on February 1 each year; Life Membership – $100 per person 

payable any time. 

     New members: 
1. Visit PPCG website - www.pullenpullencatchments.org.au 
2. Click on Membership 
3. Follow the prompts to complete the registration form which will automatically add you to our database. 

    New and Renewing members: 
Pay your membership and donate electronically to PPCG at BSB 064-152, Acc: 10107038. PLEASE ensure 
you include your surname and initial as a reference so we can reconcile your payment with your registration. 

 

Working Bees Tools, gloves, etc are provided at Working Bees. Just wear sturdy boots and sun-safe clothing 

and bring water and a hat! Morning tea is provided. 

Anstead Bushland Reserve – 1st Sunday of the month, 8:30 – 10 am (April-September), 7 – 9:30 am (October-March);  
Additional sessions on       Saturday afternoons and Friday mornings are also held during the year. 
Pullenvale Forest Park – 2nd Sunday of the month, 8:30 – 10 am  
Woodward Place Park – 3rd Sunday of the month, 8:30 – 11 am (April-September), 8:30 – 9:30 am (October-March) 
 

 
See also the Events Calendar on the website (https://www.pullenpullencatchments.org.au/events-calendar/ 

 

 

 
 

 
 
“The PPCG acknowledges the support of the Lord Mayor’s Community 
Sustainability and Environmental Grants Programs for a grant to help with 
administrative, bushcare and educational costs” 
 

http://www.pullenpullen/
mailto:contactus@pullenpullencatchments.org.au
mailto:emmacaja@bigpond.net.au
mailto:gillianmw1949@icloud.com
mailto:esther.obrien@outlook.com
mailto:helian1946@gmail.com
mailto:brendan.mcintyre@brisbane.qld.gov.au
http://www.pullenpullencatchments.org.au/
https://www.pullenpullencatchments.org.au/events-calendar/
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Tiny Beetles, Big Impact: Fighting Cat’s Claw Creeper in SEQ 

They may be small, but jewel beetles are making a mighty impact helping to restore South East Queensland’s 

waterways and native ecosystems. 

As part of the Regional Riparian Weed Control Program, made possible through funding from Seqwater, 

these tiny beetles are being released at key sites across South East Queensland (SEQ) to combat the 

invasive Cat’s Claw creeper (Dolichandra unguis-cati). 

Despite their size, jewel beetles are proving to be powerful allies in restoring native vegetation, stabilising 

riverbanks, and protecting the quality of our water. 

Cat’s Claw creeper is an aggressive vine that smothers native vegetation such as tall canopy trees leading 

to widespread tree death, leaving riverbanks exposed and unstable. 

Without the deep root systems of native trees to stabilise them, riverbanks are more vulnerable to collapse, 

especially during flood events. 

The resulting erosion increases sediment and nutrient runoff, degrading downstream water quality. Alongside 

other invasive species like Madeira Vine (Anredera cordifolia) and Chinese Elm (Celtis sinensis), Cat’s Claw 

threatens not only local biodiversity but also the region’s drinking water supply. 

Originally from South America, jewel beetles were first introduced to Australia by Biosecurity Queensland in 

2012 as a targeted biological control agent following extensive testing. They have been proven to feed 

exclusively on Cat’s Claw, making them a safe and effective method for supporting the management of this 

invasive and damaging vine weed. 

Since 2018, Healthy Land & Water and Seqwater have worked together to deliver a targeted weed control 

program across approximately 140 kilometres of priority riparian zones. These areas which are located near 

Seqwater’s water offtake points are crucial to the health of SEQ’s catchments and drinking water supplies. 

This project is part of Seqwater’s Source Protection Program, which is focused on protecting SEQ’s raw water 

catchments including rivers, creeks and dams, and the public and privately-owned land surrounding these 

natural assets. Protecting the quality of our region’s waterways helps to ensure Seqwater’s water treatment 

plants can efficiently and cost-effectively turn raw water into clean, safe, treated drinking water for the 

community. 

Source protection also helps to protect important local native flora and fauna and the ecosystems that support 

them. 

One of the program’s most innovative tools is the use of jewel beetles, specifically bred to combat Cat’s Claw 

creeper. These beetles are known as bio-control agents! 

The biocontrol agents are approved for release within Australia and are sourced from breeding facilities 

across SEQ. 

The beetles are released at strategic locations where they quickly get to work: 

• Adult beetles feed on the vine’s growing tips. 

• Larvae eat the leaves from the inside after hatching. 

As beetle populations grow, they begin to decimate the vine, allowing native plants to recover and re-establish 

along riverbanks. 

Unlike manual control methods, which are often limited to areas near the water’s edge, these beetles offer 

greater reach, spreading naturally through the landscape to target infestations farther from the watercourse. 

The work doesn’t stop after the beetles are released. The project team continues to monitor each site, 

returning every 3 to 6 months to track the beetles’ progress and assess their impact on the Cat’s Claw 

creeper. 

https://hlw.org.au/portfolio/weed-control-program
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The tiny but mighty jewel beetle on the rim of a release jar 

 

 

 
A jewel beetle pupae disc beginning to attack  

the vine 

 
This program is not just about fighting weeds – it’s also about preserving SEQ’s waterways, supporting native 

ecosystems, and ensuring our communities continue to receive clean, safe drinking water for generations to 

come. 

This program is made possible through funding from Seqwater and co-investment from City of Moreton Bay 
Council who share the objectives of preventing sediment from entering Moreton Bay and to preserve water 
quality in water catchments that supply drinking water. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Butterfly Heaven Infestation 
 

Heather Mackie 

The story of Dyschoriste depressa, aka ‘Butterfly Heaven’, is exactly as its name suggests… depressing. 

This long-lived herbaceous weed was first recorded in a Taringa suburban garden in April 2000, but has since 

spread at an alarming rate across Brisbane, colonising from Ipswich all the way up to Ferny Grove. Butterfly 

Heaven is an environmental weed found in parks, gardens, lawns, roadsides, footpaths, and most waterways, 

forming dense patches of monoculture. It is also found in all of Pullen Pullen Catchments’ parklands, where 

these infestations have the potential to damage riparian ecosystems and reduce biodiversity. The worst part 

is, it’s our fault. Butterfly Heaven is spread via seed but also vegetatively, meaning any stem or root 

fragments, no matter how small, will take root. All the mowing, slashing, mulching and sharing of tools each 

of us does in our suburban gardens just spreads the weed further. It can also be spread over larger distances 

on contaminated Council machinery, in improperly dumped garden waste, or in mud stuck on animals, shoes 

and vehicles.  

So, what can we do about it? DIG THEM OUT! The best way to eradicate Butterfly Heaven is to just dig them 

out, roots and all. Spending a little time searching your lawn for the weed before you mow could be the 

difference in keeping it a lawn of grass, not a lawn of Dyschoriste within the month. The Brisbane City Council 

also suggests using foliar spray, although herbicides have had limited success against Butterfly Heaven and 

still pose an environmental risk to surrounding flora and fauna. Dyschoriste depressa is everywhere, look 

along the footpath the next time you walk the dog or in your lawn the next time you mow. We all need to do 

our part in slowing this weed down until a long-term biocontrol solution is found. So spread the word, not the 

weed! 
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Images of Dychoriste depressa from a young seedling through to mature plants 

(Sheldon Navie’s images from Brisbane City Council’s website) 

 
For more information, please visit the Brisbane City Council website:  

https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/dyschoriste_ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

A ‘Conflict Tree’ – Leucaena (Leucaena leucocephala) 

 

Helen Ogle 

Leucaena is native to southern Mexico and to Belize and Guatemala in Central America. In the 1970s and 

1980s, it was hailed as a ‘miracle tree’ because of its multiple uses. It is still widely cultivated, mostly in 

farming situations. The leaves and shoots provide good cattle forage, the timber is used for construction, 

fencing, firewood or charcoal production and paper production, the roots provide medicines and the young 

pods are edible. The plant itself conserves soil and adds nitrogen to it, forms windbreaks, provides shade 

and has been planted as an ornamental plant in gardens. 

On the other hand, leucaena grows very quickly in suitable sites forming dense thickets that are difficult to 

control. It replaces native vegetation, areas of land become unusable and inaccessible and native flora and 

fauna are displaced. It has become an environmental weed in many parts of the world and is now naturalised 

throughout the tropics including parts of southern USA, southern Europe, Australia, Asia, Africa and many 

oceanic islands with warm climates.  

https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/dyschoriste_
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Leucaena can become a very troublesome weed along watercourses and roadsides in tropical and 

subtropical regions. It is also found in open woodlands, gardens, parks, waste areas, disturbed sites, on 

coastal foreshores and offshore islands. It is a familiar sight along roadsides in our area.  

With so much going for it and so much against, no wonder Leucaena has earned its reputation as a ‘conflict 

tree’. 

Leucaena is related to our wattles and resembles wattles in many ways. It is a shrub to small tree generally 

growing 2-10 m tall. The young stems are green and covered with fine hairs. Older stems are relatively 

smooth, greyish to greyish-brown with numerous small raised spots (lenticels). The leaves are up to 35 cm 

long and divided into smaller leaflets (pinnae) and then again into even smaller leaflets (pinnules). The flowers 

form dense creamy pom poms up to 3 cm in diameter in summer and are borne in groups of several flower 

heads. The fruit are long flattened pods up to 22.5 mm long and 20 mm wide, with a pointy tip. They are 

green when first formed but turn brown or reddish-brown as they mature. The pods contain 10-25 hard, 

roughly oval, glossy brown, flattened seeds. The seeds are dispersed by rodents, birds and other small 

animals as well as cattle. The pods are light enough to be spread short distances by wind and can float on 

water. 

 

 

 

 
Creamy flower heads, twice-divided leaves and mature seed pods of Leucaena 

 
How can Leucaena be managed? The answer depends on the terrain, the cost and availability of labour, the 

severity of the infestation and the presence of other invasive species. Some components of an integrated 

management system are:- 

• Quarantine – the best form of management is to prevent entry of the plant into uninfested areas 

• Early detection and rapid response – if Leucaena has already entered an area, it is best to detect 

infestations early and respond rapidly, especially if the weed can be controlled before it seeds 

• Prioritise – begin with the least infested areas 

• Remove young plants – uproot plants less than 50 cm tall 

• Herbicides – plants a metre or more tall are likely to resprout from the stump after cutting, so cut the 

trunk close to the ground and apply safe herbicides to the stumps. 

• Follow-up – maintain consistent follow-up so infestations don’t ‘escape’ and develop again. 

Much of the management of leucaena is carried out local community groups such as PPCG. 

Information in this article gleaned from a number of sources including Wikipedia, Business Queensland, 

Brisbane City Council and Brisbane Creek Network Newsletter. 
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https://link.sbstck.com/redirect/d178e3bc-b97c-4d80-a775-2bde90042021?j=eyJ1IjoiNGJ3ZTRxIn0.Zia-bXdRSZ0TIUeMlRtIgVyrJvwZdphdBsFpiQCQfYs
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GSB2025 is up and live 

The Great Southern BioBlitz (GSB) is an exciting international initiative 

that embarks on an intensive biological survey aiming to document the 

rich tapestry of living species within local government areas across the 

Southern Hemisphere during the vibrant spring season. This endeavour 

utilises the remarkable iNaturalist application and website, allowing 

participants to contribute their observations and data. Not only does the 

BioBlitz showcase the astonishing breadth of biodiversity present in the 

Southern Hemisphere during this time, but it also serves as a captivating 

platform for engaging the public in citizen science and promoting nature 

education. 

 We are pleased to announce the dates for the GSB2025. In keeping 

with our rotation policy, the GSB has returned to October. 

Friday 24th to Monday 27rd October 

We hope this will be an awesome event, as it follows on from the 

beginning of spring 2025 where lots of activity occurs. There is also an 

opportunity to capture many of the flowering plants such as the orchids 

in southern Australia. As usual we will then have 14 days to upload and 

identify all the records made over the event. 

 Did you get involved in previous years? We would like to know how your 

area went, please consider leaving feedback on our website forum or 

facebook page so that others can learn from you adventures. 

Participants are also welcome to complete our survey here 

Check out this year’s page on our website GSB 2025 

________________________________________________________ 
 

   

 

https://greatsouthernbioblitz.org/so/19P1ccfy8/c?w=Vja9BTZoeBuP3nOFO4U1U2GFJ4yT3AdDLaxHxUY8QTA.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5hdHVyYWxpc3Qub3JnL3Byb2plY3RzL2dyZWF0LXNvdXRoZXJuLWJpb2JsaXR6LTIwMjUtdW1icmVsbGEiLCJyIjoiOGI5NDY2MzMtNjBmZi00OWI2LTkyYjktZjg0OWNiZmJiMGQ5IiwibSI6Im1haWwiLCJjIjoiMDAwMDAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwIn0
https://greatsouthernbioblitz.org/so/19P1ccfy8/c?w=nyN_GlL3EzWr34mUSdF7wYGtIl7OW7mKpkv9LBFOAqY.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9zaG91dG91dC53aXguY29tL3NvLzcxT2NIaGNvMC9jP3c9ZzV2N0NYaUhmU2JUZ21KZkdTeGJ6UTYwNzJvYzdKWkZwamREYVlkLU5xZy5leUoxSWpvaWFIUjBjSE02THk5M2QzY3VaM0psWVhSemIzVjBhR1Z5Ym1KcGIySnNhWFI2TG05eVp5OW1iM0oxYlNJc0luSWlPaUkwTW1RNU1tWmhaaTB3WTJFd0xUUmhaRFV0Wm1OaFpTMWlOVEkwWVdNNU9UWmpNek1pTENKdElqb2liSEFpZlEiLCJyIjoiOGI5NDY2MzMtNjBmZi00OWI2LTkyYjktZjg0OWNiZmJiMGQ5IiwibSI6Im1haWwiLCJjIjoiMDAwMDAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwIn0
https://greatsouthernbioblitz.org/so/19P1ccfy8/c?w=r91yuzrTmsO-UOAK0Y6jSJjagyn_TjOECwZTQGlf-9E.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9zaG91dG91dC53aXguY29tL3NvLzcxT2NIaGNvMC9jP3c9RVM0ZW9kVXNOeHJaQ2ZIWmJvTmZ0MFhZaHUxUGVxUWhvOVc5T2hzZ3dtdy5leUoxSWpvaWFIUjBjSE02THk5M2QzY3VabUZqWldKdmIyc3VZMjl0TDJkeWIzVndjeTluYzJKcGIyZHliM1Z3SWl3aWNpSTZJalF5WkRreVptRm1MVEJqWVRBdE5HRmtOUzFtWTJGbExXSTFNalJoWXprNU5tTXpNeUlzSW0waU9pSnNjQ0o5IiwiciI6IjhiOTQ2NjMzLTYwZmYtNDliNi05MmI5LWY4NDljYmZiYjBkOSIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6IjAwMDAwMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMCJ9
https://greatsouthernbioblitz.org/so/19P1ccfy8/c?w=HqY5Rfv-8kjei_cw2TeUh6OpAaX4UBZDHJzXfcBVv7g.
https://greatsouthernbioblitz.org/so/19P1ccfy8/c?w=1r3fQxDHTTArJd8LRqvoSzbY_Le453xvtxmTi82hXKU.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ3JlYXRzb3V0aGVybmJpb2JsaXR6Lm9yZy9hYm91dC0xIiwiciI6IjhiOTQ2NjMzLTYwZmYtNDliNi05MmI5LWY4NDljYmZiYjBkOSIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6IjAwMDAwMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMCJ9
https://greatsouthernbioblitz.org/so/19P1ccfy8/c?w=oS0974K9Y1x5hiBYQW7QpwuXByM29YFUXsGr4qApzFI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9zdGF0aWMud2l4c3RhdGljLmNvbS9tZWRpYS9iMTdmY2VfNDA3M2YzMWQyNzk3NDIyMjhjNWMyOGE1OTAxYTNiODR-bXYyLnBuZyIsInIiOiIxMWM5NzcxZi1hMWE5LTQ3MWYtODk0Mi04MWY1Y2YyMTI3N2YiLCJtIjoibWFpbCIsImMiOiIwMDAwMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAifQ

