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February 2020
Welcome to the first issue of Streamlines for 2020. The year has just begun and parts of Australia have already
experienced devastating drought, bushfires and floods. We have been relatively fortunate in our local area and
the recent rain has filled billabongs, set creeks flowing again and encouraged plant growth – especially the
weeds!
Our first article for the year is a summary of the talk Rachel Alexander from Brisbane City Council’s Invasive
Species Management Team gave at the 2019 Annual General Meeting on the occurrence and management
of feral animals, particularly in our area. A big thanks to Rachel for very promptly correcting and supplementing
my notes made during the talk.
Margaret O’Grady continues her series of fungi photographed in Anstead Bushland Reserve with three of the
‘lesser lights’. Hopefully, with wetter conditions, Margaret will find many more subjects and rediscover some of
the fungi that appeared to have been ’lost’ from the Reserve.
Our Wildlife Officer, Irene Darlington, gives us an insight into the number of people involved in one wildlife
carer’s life and opens our eyes to the range of possible ways of supporting her efforts.
Be warned! Fire Ants have reared their ugly heads again with one of our Committee members finding nests
on her Anstead property. Make sure you check your own property for the presence of these dangerous pests!
All members are welcome to submit articles to Streamlines via helian@pretirementresorts.com.au. Articles by
members on what they have done to restore habitat on their own land are always popular. If you would like to
share your story – either written by yourself or in conjunction with me – I would love to hear from you at the
above email address. The deadline for the next issue is 15 May 2020.

Helen Ogle
Editor
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Meetings
Meetings are held at 7pm on the first Wednesday of each month at Pullenvale Environmental Education Centre, 250
Grandview Road, Pullenvale.

Website
www.pullenpullencatchments.org.au

Working Bees
Anstead Bushland Reserve – 1st Sunday of the month, 8.30 - 11 am.
Pullenvale Forest Park – 2nd Sunday of the month, 8.30 – 11 am
Tools, gloves, etc are provided at Working Bees. Just wear sturdy boots, tough clothes and bring water and a hat!

Committee Members 2020
President:

John Ness

3202 7556

john.ness@emsolutions.com.au

Vice President:

Richard Ponsonby

3202 9484

members@pullenpullencatchments.org.au

Treasurer:

Kaaren Ness

3202 7556

Secretary:

Liz Dominguez

3202 7967

contactus@pullenpullencatchments.org.au

Committee Members:

Lynn Brown
Irene Darlington
Margaret O’Grady
Emma Barrie
Ron Tooth

0417 648 050
0409 026 883

Bushcare Coordinator, Pullenvale
wildlife@pullenpullencatchments.org.au
m.ogrady@live.com.au
emmab476@gmail.com

Website Coordinator:

Nola Dean

3202 8553

contactus@pullenpullencatchments.org.au

Streamlines Editor:

Helen Ogle

3323 7407

helian@pretirementresorts.com.au

3407 0215

andrew.wills@brisbane.qld.gov.au

Creek Catchment Officer Andrew Wills

3374 1002 (W)

Membership Options
Membership fees are:

Annual Membership – $10 per person payable on March 1 each year

Life Membership – $100 per person
We are delighted to accept donations.
a)
Send a cheque payable to PPCG to PO Box 1390, Kenmore, 4069 or
b)
Transfer the funds electronically to BSB 064 152, Account No.10107038 Ref: your name.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

“The PPCG acknowledges the support of the Lord Mayor’s Community
Sustainability and Environmental Grants Programs for a grant to help with
administrative, bushcare and educational costs”
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NEWS
The Annual General Meeting in December 2019 was well-attended and attendees enjoyed a very informative
talk by Rachel Alexander from Brisbane City Council’s Invasive Species Management Team. The team
operates under the Council’s ‘Biosecurity Plan for the Brisbane Local Government Area’ and its responsibilities
cover deer, non-domestic dogs and cats, rabbits, foxes and pigs. Rachel pointed out that Brisbane has the
highest diversity of native plants and wildlife of all Australian capital cities and talked about feral animals and
their management with special reference to the animals that are pests in our area (see page 5 for a summary
of Rachel’s talk and her answers to questions).

Members at 2019 Annual General Meeting
The Management Committee is delighted to welcome Simon Fox as our Habitat Brisbane Officer and wishes
Paul Devine all the best in the future. We also welcome new Committee members Emma Barrie and Margaret
O’Grady while saying a reluctant goodbye to Brian Dean who has served PPCG and its Committee faithfully
and enthusiastically in many capacities since its inception.
Student Catchment Immersion Project (SCIP) is a collaborative project between Brisbane City Council,
Brisbane Catchment Groups and QUT’s Science and Engineering Faculty. Following a successful experience
at Pullenvale Forest Park, the committee is investigating the possibility of another collaborative project –
especially after hearing that students in the SCIP program enjoy weeding!!!
Pullenvale Forest Park Lynn reported that Pullen Pullen Creek is flowing again and that the Powerful Owl
has departed. She has been successful in obtaining a $10,000 Federal Government grant to restore habitat in
the Park to increase biodiversity and enhance the role of the Park as a wildlife corridor in a predominantly
cleared area. This is our first major grant (outside BCC small operational grants) in over 3 years so very well
done, Lynn. Working bees are held on the second Sunday of the month from 8.30-11 am. All members are
welcome to attend, participate as much as their abilities allow and enjoy an excellent morning tea.
Anstead Bushland Reserve With Rob’s resignation as Bushcare Coordinator, the position is open and
applications are being received on contactus@pullenpullencatchments.org.au. Working bees will hopefully
resume in March. They are currently held on the first Sunday of each month from 8.30-11am. All members are
welcome to attend, participate as much as their abilities allow and enjoy an excellent morning tea.
Airlie Road A further 40 trees were planted over the December period and enough water was left in the
billabong to keep them alive. The rain in mid-January was sufficient to replenish the billabong and avoid the
necessity to truck in water. The Brisbane region is undergoing a long term gradual decrease in average rainfall
and this along with the increasingly irregular patterns in rainfall make it more difficult for trees seedlings and
even relatively mature trees to survive. John will apply for SCIP assistance in this area.
Education A talk on spiders by Rob Whyte has been deferred until April 12 in conjunction with a working bee.
Proposed PPCG/Local School Nursery A meeting planned for the holidays was cancelled but it is hoped to
revive this in Feb/March
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Website Nola has discussed upgrading the website
with Tony Koh who has suggested that we change
to ‘Wordpress’ content management system. The
Committee agreed that we should proceed with this
recommendation and possibly involve Emma in the
process as she is familiar with this system.
Wildlife Irene reported that there has been a
fantastic response to appeals for support for injured
wildlife both from within Australia and internationally.
However, little or none of this funding reaches grass
root carers. Irene has been in contact with carers in
East Gippsland and established what they need. She
is in the process of assembling packages of
requirements to be sent directly to carers. On a local
note, she has recruited help to cut up fruit and found
three members of the Men’s Shed who are extremely
helpful in building possum boxes (see page 7)

One of the baby possums currently in Irene’s care

Next meeting Wednesday 4 March at 7 pm at Pullenvale Environmental Education Centre, 250 Grandview
Road, Pullenvale.
Kholo Creek Catchment Group, formed in August 2019, is a small but keen group next door to our
catchments. Kholo Creek’s headwaters are numerous gullies and small waterways that start in the hills of
Mount Crosby and join together one by one to eventually feed into the Brisbane River. KCCG's area of interest
is the north side of the Brisbane River, between the mouths of Shelley Creek and Kholo Creek, the catchments
of these creeks, the many small creeks and gullies feeding directly into the Brisbane River between these
points and the associated hills and floodplains. KCCG aims to improve the health of natural resources (e.g.,
bushland, wildlife habitat, water quality) on both public and private property, within its catchment area and to
create greater awareness of catchment issues in the wider community. Check out its Facebook page.
Biodiversity Seminar ‘Bushcare in a Changing Climate’ on Tuesday March 10 between 6.30 and 9 pm at
Karawatha Forest Discovery Centre, 149 Acacia Rd, Karawatha. John Dwyer, School of Biological Sciences,
UQ will talk about species selection for restoration in the face of changing climate and members of two
bushcare groups will talk about engaging future generations through educational activities and bushcraft.
Bookings essential at Eventbrite by midnight March 8.
Erosion and Sediment Control Field Day Tuesday March 10 from 12 noon to 4 pm at Redlands Research
Facility, Alexandra Hills. It’s free and lunch and snacks are provided. Some of the leading industry suppliers
and professionals will be at this purpose-built facility on the day. Details and booking on Eventbrite at
WbDESC1-FieldDay-10-03-2020.

Position Vacant
Bushcare Coordinator
Anstead Bushland Reserve
PPCG is seeking someone to take over this well-established
and thriving Bushcare Group.
Co-ordinating the group requires planning activities and liaising with Brisbane City Council on the ongoing
management of the Reserve, ensuring that tools, plants and other materials are ready to use on each
working bee, keeping the workers happy (eg with morning tea!) and above all a desire to work alongside
other lovers of the land in a common cause - making and keeping our environment a rich and diverse legacy
for the future. For more information or to express your interest in this position, please contact Rob on 0488
738 250 or contactus@pullenpullencatchments.org.au.
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Feral Animals and their Management
Rachel Alexander
Non-domestic cats, that is cats other than ‘owned’ cats, are found all over Australia. In Brisbane, they are
found in natural areas, industrial estates and suburban streets and parks. Cats have a strong hunting instinct
and will kill in excess of what they need for survival. As such, predation by cats is listed as a key threatening
process at a National scale. A male cat needs to consume 5-8% of its body weight per day while a female
raising kittens requires 20%. Australia-wide, they are responsible for killing 75 million native animals each day.
Non-domestic cats impact 123 threatened species and have a significant impact on Agricultural Industry where
they cause the spread of toxoplasmosis. Toxoplasmosis, caused by the Toxoplasma gondii parasite, causes
abortion in sheep and goats and can also be attributed to human stillbirths.
The Invasive Species Management Team responds to complaints or sightings of feral cats, but also conducts
proactive management. Non-domestic cats are very food orientated and the team has found that food is the
best lure to trap them.
Feral pigs are fairly uncommon in Brisbane. In the past there was a small population at the end of Gold Creek
Road where SEQWater undertakes management programs. Pigs have a wide habitat range, are omnivorous
and have the potential for rapid growth in good seasons which means that they have a big impact on
Agricultural Industry. It has been estimated that feral pigs cause about $14 million in economic losses to the
Industry per year. Feral pigs alter the landscape they are in which ultimately impacts our ecosystems. 149
threatened species are impacted by this pest animal.
Foxes are widespread across all areas of Brisbane. They are omnivorous, wide-ranging and have contributed
to the decline of many native species in Australia. In fact foxes impact 95 threatened species. Free-ranging
domestic chickens contribute to the increase in fox populations as they are an easy and accessible resource.
Fox sightings should be reported to the Council so officers can remove the animals, especially if they pose a
risk to native biodiversity or impact economic, environmental or social amenity. Foxes are predominantly
trapped using soft-close foothold traps, though they are more cautious than cats. The team removes at least
100 foxes per year.
Rabbits. Rabbits are one of Australia’s worst Agricultural and Environmental animal pests; they cause $216
million losses per year and impact 322 threatened species. They are widespread through Queensland although
it is illegal to keep rabbits as pets. Within Brisbane, there are small isolated populations in areas such as
Belmont and Richlands where the soil is suitable for burrowing. Some rabbits are still unlawfully kept as pets
or as game meat.
Wild Dogs. Within Brisbane, wild dogs are uncommon. They mostly occur in the western corridor of Brisbane
where there are larger natural areas. Wild dogs are known to attack and prey on sheep and calves. It has been
estimated that they cause $89 million losses per year. They are believed to impact 89 threatened species.
Deer. Large deer populations have significant agricultural, environmental and social impacts. They damage
plants and infrastructure, change floristic composition by selective grazing, create soil erosion, damage
waterways, wetlands, reduce water quality and are a collision risk on roadways. Three species of deer – Fallow,
Red and Rusa – occur in Brisbane (see Streamlines May 2014). Populations are well established in western
suburbs such as Upper Brookfield, Brookfield, Pullenvale and Kholo and also at several locations on the
southern side of the river. Deer sightings should be reported to Council as this information helps officers
estimate numbers of animals and determine which corridors deer are using to move from place to place.
Answers to questions:
Fireants are the responsibility of Biosecurity Queensland. Sightings should be reported to the State
Government which is using methods such as aerial drops of control chemicals.
Traps: Officers are obliged to check traps every 24 hours. Soft-close jaw-traps are a very useful tool in our
industry. These traps are placed in areas that pest animals are moving through and are essentially buried into
the ground. The animal must stand on the pressure plate to set off the trap. To assist in reducing off-target
captures the pressure plates can be set to activate at a particular weight. When trapping foxes and wild dogs
the weight required to trigger the trap is set at a weight where most native animals are too light in weight to
activate the trap. To secure the trap a ground anchor is hammered into the ground and the trap attached to
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the end of the anchor. The traps are lined with rubber which is designed to hold the animal and does not break
the skin or bones. The chain between the trap to the anchor has springs and swivels which prevents the chain
knotting so the animal does not sustain leg injury or dislocation.
Deer control is primarily by shooting although this is not appropriate in all locations. About 100 deer are
removed each year. Traps can be used but officers need to be present soon after the animal is caught.
Currently Council doesn’t tranquilise the animals. However it is looking into advances in chemical constraint.
Food-based lures are a very good tool. However caution is exercised using food-based lures during the
summer months as native carnivores, including reptiles, are attracted to and consume the food and can set off
the traps.
______________________________________________________________________________________

Fungi in Anstead Bushland Reserve – Part 3
Margaret O’Grady
In a couple of earlier issues of Streamlines I outlined that I’ve been working on a project photographing the
fungi that grow in the Anstead Bushland Reserve with a special interest in the apparent decline in the number
of species. After several years of observation, I do feel that there are fewer species evident in the Reserve. The
question is why. It may be that the rotting wood available has become aged to the point where there are not
enough nutrients to support high levels of fungal growth or even a result of climate change. Whatever the reason,
lower numbers of fungi would surely change the ecosystems as they are the earth’s recycling agents.
Below are a further group of fungi that I have photographed. This set are not as visually appealing as the species
seen in the previous issues but are just as interesting and important within the ecosystem as they silently recycle.
Fomitiporia robusta (Horsehoof fungus) is a bracket polypore and club fungus species which occurs naturally in
Queensland on living and dead trees. These fungi seem to prefer three tree species which are all Australian
natives - Red Gum (Angophora leiocarpa), Grey Ironbark (Eucalyptus siderophloia), and Broad-leaved Red
Ironbark (Eucalyptus fibrosa). Perhaps this is because these trees are all heavily-resinous species. These are
very resilient fungi and can live up to 20 years.
Gasteromycetes pisolithus These interesting fungi are often seen pushing up through bitumen roads such as
the bitumen road in Anstead Reserve where I photographed this one. They are most commonly found on roads
adjacent to eucalypt woodland. These fungi produce their spores inside the fruiting body that, at least initially, is
enclosed within an outer skin and then they are dispersed as a dusty cloud.
Ramaria pyrispora Ramaria fungi are coral-like fungi with multiple branches. Their spores are ochre-yellow to
brown-tinted and are ornamented with warts, striations or spines. This Australian Ramaria grows in small clumps
to 75mm tall and are found on woody litter in wet eucalypt forests. They only appear for a short time after rain
and I’ve only seen them a couple of times over the last few years.

Fomitiporia robusta

Gasteromycetes pisolithus
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Ramaria pyrispora

Wildlife Page
Irene Darlington
The last few months of 2019 and into the New Year have been extremely difficult for our wildlife both in the
suburbs and in the bush. The long-term drought with high temperatures has been taking its toll on wildlife. The
breeding season has been extremely quiet. Not the usual inundation of baby birds or basically most babies of
all species have been in fewer numbers. The reasons being that the food and weather conditions suitable for
breeding were absent and as a result many animals did not breed. For those pairs that did breed, many babies
died without reaching maturity for lack of food or quickly being predated by other species in a desperate attempt
to feed their own babies or get some nourishment for themselves.
For example, most trees were completely bare in an attempt to stay alive in the water-depleted environment.
Ringtail possum dreys and any nests for that matter in trees were fully exposed to the harsh elements and to
predators. Most ringtail babies and mothers I received or organised to go to carers/vets had been interfered
with by larger meat eating birds or large lizards and snakes. If the predators didn’t take their toll, the dry
weather, dehydration and starvation finished many animals off. Second and third degree burns on the pads of
hands and feet and underside of tails of possums were all too common. Roof tops, cement, bitumen and power
lines retain the heat long into the night and possums sustain those burns travelling along their usual routes
over roofing and gutters, etc.
I became very busy tending to my furry, feathered and scaly patients and organising pickups and vet visits,
pathology tests, surgeries for some animals etc. All along we would watch the devastation of the bushfires as
states burned and wildlife perished. I recall one media personality being interviewed saying how she was at a
front of one of the bushfires and she was holding back her tears as she described how deeply affected she
was watching wallabies on fire bouncing past her out of the flames ... scenes which I’m certain would change
anyone’s life and perspective.
As for me life became busier with emaciated/dehydrated animals. I came across some angels who I am thrilled
to say are a part of my wildlife caring work now and make running this busy carers home ‘do-able’. People
whom I have helped with injured animals who offered to help and meant it! A lovely super-busy Anstead mum,
Susan, now regularly assists in the feeding of furry patients and orphans at my home by cutting up boxes of
fruit in preparation for their nightly trays for cage and aviaries. Loren and sometimes her husband Craig, from
Pullenvale now pick up my fruit and veggie orders from my lovely Kenmore greengrocer Raj and deliver the
animal supplies weekly at my home. This, too, saves me precious time and energy I can put into other animals
needing that extra care, hanging out washing or whatever other job is around the corner for me to complete.
My lovely friend Bev from Bellbowrie is also a champion, helping me with anything through the week including
hanging out washing, cleaning animal dishes, changing newspapers in cages, etc. Abby, too, helps in
collecting native leaf I put out into cages and aviaries for the wildlife. Not to mention of course Mitch and
Belinda, just one of our bush acreage release sites for hand-raised animals and the busy transporters such as
Stewart, Didier and Louise picking up wildlife from vets and peoples’ yards and driving them to various carers’
homes. And where would I be without lovely, generous vets and vet nurses such as Mia, Sophie, Kerry, Olivia,
Bonnie and Cheryl treating our wildlife free of charge?
I do have to give a special thank you also to a group of men from the Bellbowrie Men’s Shed who build multiple,
beautiful specially designed Brushtail possum boxes and Ringtail dreys for our hand-raised orphans. But even
before the possum boxes and dreys are used in aviaries for the sub adults for release, there is a special group
of women in England who sew and knit spectacular possum pouches for our babies! Yes! All the way from
beautiful cold England. A group of lovely women get together for sewing bees and knitting bees and put
together some of the most beautiful, practical pouches for our babies here. Harry, one of our possum box and
drey builders, informed his sister of the great need we had as so many pouches were past the point of mending.
Quickly designs, measurements, material descriptions, etc were emailed to England and the ladies went to
work. Weeks later, the first of many parcels with these gorgeous pouches started arriving.
So when people ask me how I do ‘this’, meaning running of this wildlife carers home, I respond that it is a
whole village raising and looking after the animals. I’m not on my own. There are angels out there who all do
their bit so we can return these gorgeous animals back to the wild healthy and capable of survival.
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English ladies making possum pouches

Possum foot with burns from hot wires, etc

Young possum in knitted pouch

8

